How will my GCSE grade be worked out?
Teachers will take grades from all the work you’ve done over the course. This can include any tests you’ve done, as well as
classwork. They will use these grades to work out what grade you would be likely to have achieved, had you sat the exam.

But I didn’t cover the whole specification, because of lockdown. How can you give me a grade on stuff I
haven’t learnt?
You will only be assessed on what has been taught. Topics that could not be covered because of the disruption to learning
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic are effectively removed from your version of the specification.

There was this one topic I was not confident on. Will that affect my grade?
The exam boards have published assessment materials, which can be used to replace work you did earlier in the course where
necessary. If your teacher feels you would perform significantly better at a particular topic now than when you did it in class,
they can use these, if they think it is necessary to do so. It might not actually be necessary, as a lot of topics will be being
assessed, so one may not have much impact. It is also expected that students will improve from the start to the end of a course.
This will be taken into account.

Will I have to sit any exams?
There won’t be any formal exams, but we will be holding some assessments in class, and running some additional
evidence-gathering sessions to enable teachers to be as accurate as possible with the grades they award. Additional sessions
will be on Thursday mornings, from the 29th of April until the 27th of May. Your teachers will tell you what to revise for these.

When I do exams, I have extra time and breaks. What happens with these?
Any access arrangements you have, such as rest breaks, extra time or a prompt, will still be available in any assessments you
take in class.

What happens if I’m ill on the day of an assessment, or if illness affected my work during the course? What
happens if I have to self isolate?
The effect illness has on your work will be taken into consideration. If you miss an assessment because of illness, you can do it
at another time. If you have to self isolate, work can be done at home, as long as we can prove it’s you doing the work.

Will my teacher tell me what grade I’m likely to get before it’s sent to the exam board?
No, sorry, unfortunately teachers aren’t allowed to tell you what grade they are going to give you. This would count as
malpractice. You’re also not allowed to put pressure on teachers to give specific grades. We have to be really careful to make
sure that any checks show that our grading is accurate and fair, as anything else could result in people’s grades being lowered
or lost. Rest assured though, teachers will know your capabilities and will want you to get the grades you deserve, so will be
gathering as much evidence as they can to support these.

How do I know my grade will be fair?
Teachers will be using support materials from the exam board to help them to determine the right grades. There will also be
internal standardisation (grades being checked and verified by other teachers and leadership) and moderation (grades being
checked and verified by people from the exam board), plus strategies in place to ensure that no grades are biased.

Is my grade going to be worth the same as if I’d sat an exam?
Your grade will be carefully scrutinised, and checked both by school leadership, and by people from the exam board. While we
can’t predict exactly how people will perform in exams, as sometimes unforeseen external factors have an effect, teachers
constantly assess your knowledge and understanding, even if they’re not directly testing you, and always know what grade you
are currently working at. This means that we will be able to give an accurate picture of the grade you are capable of getting at
the point when you would have been taking an exam. Your grades will be worth exactly the same as if you’d sat the exam.

When will I get my results?
Results day will be on August 12th, and you will be able to come to SAFE and get your results on this day. If you can’t make it to
collect your results, you can nominate someone else to collect them for you, or we can post them to you if you need us to. We
can’t send results by email, or phone you with them. Nearer the day, we will tell you what times you will be able to collect your
results.

What happens if I’m not happy with my results?
If you think a mistake has been made when calculating your grade, you can appeal. Information about the appeals process will
be in the envelope with your results.
There will also be a full exam series in Autumn 2021 for anyone who wants to resit.

